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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MessacE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or rae MEGIDDO MISSION 
Tue COMING or JESUS anno ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH. WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 


TRINITY 
Single copies .20 
History 40 
Complete set $2.25 


Megiddo mans 


“a place of troops,” 
—Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon. 
“a place of God.” 
—Young’s Analytical Concordance. 


Geographically, Megiddo was and is a 
town in Palestine, located at a strategic 
point, demanding heavy fortification; for 
Palestine is the age-old gateway between 
East and West, and the avenue connecting 
North and South. Always, supremacy there 
has been the envy of the world, and the 
prevailing nation has guarded it with a 
jealous eye. The famous pass at Megiddo 
through a solid mountain range is the one 
means by which this avenue between con- 
tinents may be traversed. 

In the spiritual parallel, God is in this 
place with a band of troops. Soldiers are 
equipped for spiritual warfare against the 
forces of evil without and within. “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Eph. 6:12). 


READY 
WINTER ISSUE 


Children’s Doings 
A Magazine by Children for Children 
Subscription one year (4 issues) $1.00 
Price per single issue 25 cents 


It’s Clever, Entertaining, Instructive! 


The Story of JOSEPH 


Eighty-three interesting pages, with full- 
color illustrations. This story is ever new 
to young and old. Price 50 


Bible Story Color Book 


Thirty-two delightful short stories of 
favorite Bible characters, with illustrating 
pictures to color, Size 8% by 11 inches. 
Instructive, entertaining. Price .50 


Stories for Children 


A collection of over 40 short stories anc 
poems under one cover. 

On the front cover can be seen two chil- 
dren at crossroads. They have turned their 
faces back on the path that leads to Death 
and have chosen as their destination, Life 
and happiness. 

This picture illustrates the purpose of 
the book. Through the medium of simple 
stories with their obvious moral lessons it 
endeavors to influence the child, beset by 
many base attractions, to choose the right 
course. 


88 pages 35 cents postpaid 








Precious Time 


Dear Brother; 

The world situation is not pleasant. Men 
cry for peace, but there is no peace. Man 
could never nor will he ever be able to 
bring peace to this earth. The apostle James 
has the answer to this time-old question 
pertaining to wars and fightings among men. 
James 4:1 says: “From whence come wars 
and fightings among you? come they not 
hence, even of your lusts that war in your 
members? Ye lust, and have not: ye kill, and 
desire to have, and cannot obtain: ye fight 
and war, yet ye have not, because ye ask 
not. Ye ask, and receive not, because ye 
ask amiss, that ye may consume it upon your 
lusts.” In our day and age we find the desire 
to have and to kill if necessary to gain their 
warped ambitions in the ideology of the 
communists. Their one and sole aim is to 
communize the entire world and thereby 
think to bring Utopia upon this earth. 

The United States leads the world in crime 
and corruption; though militarily strong, yet 
morally decadent. In a world of labor-saving 
devices and push-button appliances, man is 
becoming more wicked. Man has more time 
on his hands and doesn’t know what to do 
with it so he turns to doing evil instead of 
using it to the glory of God. Time is precious 
and we are not to squander it to the lusts of 
the flesh. 

Warsaw, Wis. J.T. 


On Searching and Finding 
Dear Sir: 

I want to thank you for sending us the 
answer to my question on: Have the times 
of the Gentiles been fulfilled? Mother and I 
were very happy to get the correct answer. 
We certainly like all of the Booklets you 
sent us. We study our Bible, along with your 
Booklets, and that certainly does bring things 
out very plain. May the Eternal bless all of 
you Christian people more and more each 
day. To be truthful do you know that I hate 
this old evil world. I want something that I 
know will last forever. And I see and know 
now, that it is the Eternal God and obeying 
His commandments. That is what’s going to 
last forever. 

I do quite a lot of reading, and one night I 
went up to our Library and I svied this 
magazine on the shelf. I decided that it looked 
like a very good magazine to read. I sat down 
and started to read it; Well, I kept on reading; 
and reading; the more I read, the more I kept 
thinking; This is Truth! It really is, the plain 
Truth; because, God’s Word backed it up. 
That’s how I found the Mecippo MessaceE; And 
our family has been reading it ever since 
then. That’s been going on for over three 
years now. 

The Scriptures say, “Seek and you shall 
find, knock and it shall open unto you.” Well, 
I searched, and I found; and I knocked and 
it opened unto me. J thank the Eternal for 
that. We too, are watching and waiting and 
praying for the soon coming Kingdom of 
God, on this earth. 

Bloomsburg, Pa. 


G. S. 
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Who Is It That Has No Cloak For His Sins? 


E ARE 'TO determine by our conduct whether or not 

we are marching to Zion, Our Master declared there 

are two roads, one leading to the beautiful city of 
life, and the other to the house of the dead. One will lead you 
to the home of glory and beauty, comfort and delight, the other 
to the dark, dismal, gloomy home, two by six feet—the grave. 

There can be no doubt but that all humanity, and we our- 
selves, are on the way to this forbidding place, all steadily 
moving down, down to the tomb, And the question propounds 
itself, is there another way? Is there something better than this 
short life? Is there any prospect of our obtaining something better 
and more lasting? Yes, thank God, there is something better, if 
we will but comply with the directions our loving heavenly 
Father has left for our guidance. I am satisfied—I believe without 
a lingering doubt-—that there is a glorious eternity, but it is 
only for those who trust and obey. And this is proper, and the 
only fair way, that the Lord should reward every man according 
to his works. 

By covenanting to serve God we bring ourselves into a con- 
dition where we are destined to reach one end or the other, we 
have no choice. Had not the way of life been made known to us, 
we should have had some excuse. Our ignorance would have 
alienated us from the life of God, relieved us from any responsi- 
bility to Him for our actions, hence we would never be called to 
account for what we have done, either good or bad. 

It is God's purpose to reward the covenant makers, either for 
good or evil, as each one has done. We will be rewarded for 
what we have done, whether good or bad, as the Word declares: 
“Behold, I come quickly; and my reward is with me; to give 
every man according as his work shall be” (Rev. 22: 12). 

In John 15:22 Jesus made the statement that provides the 
theme for our sermon today. He said: “If I had not come and 
spoken unto them, they had not had sin: but now they have no 
cloak for their sin.” Here Jesus voiced a principle the Almighty 
has always used in dealing with His earthly children. Knowledge 
of the divine plan, and acceptance of that plan, was always a 
prerequisite to making a covenant with the Eternal, and only 
the covenant makers are to be called to account. judged, and 
rewarded for their conduct. 

From this standpoint it is clear that two classes of individuals 
would have a cloak for their sins, while a third class would have 
no cloak. Those who never subscribed to the law of God, who 
chose to spend their lives in ignorance of His demands, ignoring 
Him completely, will never be judged for reward or punishment ; 
death ends all with them. Hence the grave will cloak. or per- 
petually cover over their sins. their sins shall never be brought 
to the light of day. And this plan reflects divine wisdom. It is 
reasonable to suppose that the one who never knew the way, 
who never made any profession of religion, or built upon God's 
great and precious promises, would have less to answer for 
than the man who promised to serve Him, and failed to keep his 
contract, 

The other class who have a cloak for their sins are those 
whose sins are covered by forgiveness, the faithful covenant 
makers; forgiveness that stems from their confessing and for- 
saking their sins. It is those who have ceased to do evil and 
learned to do well, the highly blessed man “whose transgression 
is forgiven,” and “whose sin is covered, . .. the man unto whom 
the Lord imputeth not iniquity. and in whose spirit there is no 
guile” (Psa. 82:1. 2). 


All such will have their sins completely covered with a robe of 


righteousness, right doing. Their sins will be covered so effec- 
tively that they never shall be mentioned at Judgment Day. We 
have the comforting and assuring words of the Almighty: “If 
the wicked restore the pledge, give again that he had robbed, 
walk in the statutes of life, without committing iniquity; he 
shall surely live, he shall not die. None of his sins that he hath 
committed shall be mentioned unto him: he hath done that which 
is lawful and right; he shall surely live’ (Ezek. 33:15, 16). 
What a cloak that will be! 

A third group is a class who definitely shall have no cloak 
for their sin. They promised to serve God, hence are amenable 
to judgment; they broke that covenant, therefore shall be classi- 
fied as unfaithful servants. They are the class Jesus spoke of as 
having no covering for their sins. ‘The Judgment will lay open 
the hypocrisy, the faithlessness, the anger, the jealousy, pride, 
the many defilements of sin still clinging to them when death 
ended their unwholesome career. 


The Three Classes in Detail 


The foregoing is only a brief outline of the relation between 
God and man. 'l'o go into it in more detail we must observe how 
consistently the theme of the three classes runs through the 
entire Bible. There are faithful and unfaithful servants among 
those who enter God's service, also the world of unbelievers who 
make no profession, and never entered into a working relation- 
ship with God. ‘Two verses in the book of Romans cover these 
three classes comprehensively: “For as many as have sinned 
without law shall also perish without law: and as many as have 
sinned in the law shall be judged by the law; for not the hearers 
of the law are just before God, but the doers of the law shall 
be justified’ (Rom. 2:12, 13). 

Much of the religious world, especially that segment who take 
seriously the Bible teaching of a resurrection and judgment, 
assume that all mankind will fit into that category, that all will 
be raised and judged. However, the Bible plainly pictures a class 
who will never be resurrected. It is of this class that I now wish 
to speak, 


Those Who Sin Without Law 


Irom time immemorial mankind have gone their own way, 
living their lives in any way that appealed to them, seeking 
their own pleasures and pastimes, indulging in whatever form of 
sinful diversion their hearts lusted after. But God never uses 
coercion, or forces anyone to serve Him, hence they have lived 
their own lives as they pleased. 

The patriarch Job spoke understandingly of this broad cross 
section of humankind who never agreed to serve God. ‘““Wherefore 
do the wicked live, become old, yea, are mighty in power? Their 
seed is established in their sight with them, and their offspring 
before their eyes. Their houses are safe from fear. neither is the 
rod of God upon them. . . They send forth their little ones like 
a flock, and their children dance. They take the timbre! and the 
harp. and rejoice at the sound of the organ. They spend their 
days in wealth, and in a moment go down to the grave. Therefore 
they sav unto God, Depart from us; for we desire not the knowl- 
edge of thy ways, What is the Almighty, that we should serve 
him? and what profit should we have, if we pray unto him” 
(Job 21:7—15). How revealing the statement. ‘They spend 
their days in wealth, and in a moment go down to the grave.” 
And the status of this class of individuals in death is revealed 
in Job 7:9. “he that goeth down to the grave shall come up no 
more.” 
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The Psalmist pictures the same class of people in Psalm 49, 
and predicts the finality of their untimely end. “They that trust 
in their wealth, and boast themselves in the multitude of their 
riches; none of them can by any means redeem his brother, nor 
give to God a ransom for him. . . For he seeth that wise men die, 
likewise the fool and the brutish person perish, and leave their 
wealth to others. Their inward thought is. that their houses shall 
continue for ever, and their dwelling places to all generations; 
they call their lands after their own names. Nevertheless man 
being in honor abideth not: he is like the beasts that perish . . . 
Like sheep they are laid in the grave; death shall feed on them; 
and the upright shall have dominion over them in the morning; 
and their beauty shall consume in the grave from their dwelling 

For when he dieth he shall carry nothing away; his glory 
shall not descend after him. ‘Though while he lived he blessed 
his soul: and men will praise thee, when thou doest we!l to 
thyself. He shall go to the generation of his fathers; they shall 
never see light. Man that is in honor, and understandeth not, is 
like the beasts that perish” (Psa. 49: 6, 7, 10—12, 14, 17—20). 

The prophet Jeremiah spoke of the outlook for Babylon, which 
name identifies all who are strangers to the true religion, as 
follows: “And I will make drunk her princes, and her wise men, 
her captains, and her rulers, and her mighty men: and they shall 
sleep a perpetual sleep, and not wake, saith the King, whose 
name is the Lord of hosts’’ (51:57). And Obadiah, speaking of 
the heathen, forecast the same untimely end for them: ‘For as 
ye have drunk upon my holy mountain, so shall all the heathen 
drink continually, yea, they shall drink, and they shall swallow 
down, and they shall be as though they had not been” (v. 16). 
They shall never be called to account, but shall sleep on in 
ignorance of the turmoil that shall come upon men when God's 
judgments are poured out upon the world, and of the weeping 
and gnashing of teeth of the unfaithful servants as they see 
Abraham. Isaac and Jacob in the kingdom of God, and they 
themselves thrust out. 

In Jesus’ Parable of the Talents He indicated He will not 
reckon with all mankind indiscriminately, but only with the 
covenant makers. “For the kingdom of heaven is as a man 
traveling into a far country, who called his own servants and 
delivered unto them his goods” (Matt. 25:14). The parable 
continues, “After a long time the lord of those servants cometh, 
and reckoneth with them” (vy. 19). Obviously He will reckon only 
with His own servants. 

The same truth is taught in the Parable of the Laborers. The 
householder went out “early in the morning,” in the third, sixth. 
ninth, and eleventh hours into the “marketplace” to hire laborers 
into His vineyard, but He does not say that He employed all 
available labor; and at evening He called only the men He 
had hired to give them their pay. Only a small portion of mankind 
have entered God's service at any one time, and the sins of all 
who never entered His service shall be as completely covered 
by the mantle of death as if they never existed. But what person 
in his right mind could crave nonentity as a covering for his sins? 

In Jesus’ Parable of the Net Cast into the Sea, He indicates 
that all mankind are not amenable to judgment. ‘The parable 
states: “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like unto a net, that was 
cast into the sea, and gathered of every kind” (Matt. 13: 47). 
Vhen the commercial fisherman lowers his net into the ocean 
water, he doesn’t expect to catch all the fish in the seven seas. 
Neither did the Almighty expect all mankind to answer “yes” to 
His offer of employment with eternal life as the reward. The 
gate to life is difficult to find, and the pathway leading from it 
narrow, unpopular, and uphill. Only few seek to find it. 

The prophet Daniel. inspired of God, was able to foretell 
future events, and among the things he foretold was the number 
to stand before Christ's Judgment seat when He separates them 
one from another as a shepherd divides the sheep from the goats. 


And that number is surprisingly small. In fact, there are nearly 
twice as many people living in the United States today as the 
number of the dead and living to stand before the Judgment seat. 
We read in Dan. 7:10: “A fiery stream issued and came forth 
from before him: thousand thousands ministered unto him, and 
ten thousand times ten thousand stood before him: the judgment 
was set, and the books were opened.” “‘I'en thousand times ten 
thousand stood before him: the judgment was set, and the books 
were opened.’” How many are ten thousand times ten thousand? 
Just one hundred million. The other billions of mankind who are 
sleeping in the dust of the earth shall remain asleep. And the 
foregoing adds emphasis to the words of the Wise Man, Prov. 21: 
16: “The man that wandereth, out of the way of understanding, 
shall remain in the congregation of the dead.” Daniel's prophecy 
in chap, 12:2 definitely rules out a universal resurrection: ‘And 
many [not all] of them that sleep in the dust of the earth shall 
awake, some to everlasting life, and some to shame and everlast- 
ing contempt.” 


The Covenant Makers 


We shall now proceed to identify the covenant makers, the 
afore-mentioned one hundred million who are to stand before the 
Judgment seat of Christ. And these fall into two classes, faith- 
ful and unfaithful servants. 

Beginning with the first man God called into His service, 
a knowledge of His demands was always a primary step. No 
reasonable person can be attracted by a proposition the virtues 
of which are unknown to him. Likewise knowledge must always 
precede belief in religion, for a man cannot believe that of which 
he has not been previously informed. 

While Adam was not the first man to live on the earth, he was 
nevertheless the first of our race to enter God's service. He 
was placed in the spiritual garden or vineyard of the Lord to 
work for eternal life. But before entering into covenant, God's 
demands were fully revealed to him. The lines between ‘Thou 
shalt” and “Thou shalt not” were sharply drawn, the rewards 
for obedience or disobedience clearly defined. 

God's commands through Moses to the children of Israel 
were repeated many, many times, hence they should have been 
perfectly familiar with them; yet to actually enter into covenant 
with God they must hear the law read aloud. and answer: “All 
that the Lord hath said will we do. and be obedient” (Ex. 24: 


7). 
How Do We Come to Jesus? 


In John 6 we have the record of a conversation between Jesus 
and the people who had come to hear Him. Shortly before, He 
had fed the five thousand. The food was good and had proved 
an attraction to them, but Jesus tried to impress upon their minds 
the greater importance of the heavenly bread, the words of 
eternal life which He spoke to them at every opportunity. The 
people said: “Our fathers did cat manna in the desert; as it 
is written, He gave them bread from heaven to eat.” Jesus 
answered: “Verily, verily, | say unto you, Moses gave you not 
that bread from heaven; but my Father giveth you the true bread 
from heaven” (v. 32). 

Then in v. 37 Jesus spoke about coming to Him. And in vy. 38, 
“For I came down from heaven, not to do mine own will, but 
the will of him that sent me.” 'The people, being carnal like the 
people of today often are, thought Jesus meant He came literally 
down from heaven, and so they murmured. But this was not 
Jesus’ meaning. It was His Father's teachings, which He imper- 
sonated in His own life, the mystical Christ, that had come down 
from heaven. Jesus speaks plainly, and His statement differenti- 
ates sharply between those who know God, and those who know 
Him not; the covenant makers, and the world outside. ‘“‘No man 


can come to me, except the Father which hath sent me draw him: 
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and I will raise him up at the last day. It is written in the 
prophets, And they shall be all taught of God. Every man there- 
fore that hath heard, and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto 
me’ (vs, 44, 45). 

Hearing and learning of the Father was the key to a working 
relationship with Him. 

And on other occasions Jesus stressed the need for knowledge. 
“If ve know these things, happy are ye if ye do them.” They 
could not do them until they knew them. “And ye shall know the 
truth, and the truth shall make you free” (John 18:17; 8:32). 
And again these words of our Master are strengthened by His 
statement in John 15:22, “If I had not come and spoken unto 
them, they had not had sin: but now they have no cloak for their 
sin.” Knowledge, acceptance, and a working agreement, are the 
steps that must be taken to bring one into covenant with God, or 
make him subject to a resurrection, or amenable to judgment. 


God Not the Father of All Mankind 


This same truth is expressed in the Bible teaching about our 
relation to God as sons and daughters. It is popularly believed 
that God is the Father of all mankind, but there are plain 
Scriptures that deny this. Romans 9:8 reads: ‘That is, They 
which are the children of the flesh, these are not the children of 
God.” Here is a definite statement: “They which are the children 
of the flesh, these are not the children of God.” 

In Romans 8: 15 Paul points out that we must become children 
of God by adoption, and as the rank and file of the human race do 
not care to take the trouble to comply with the Eternal’s law 
of adoption, they do not become His children. But the fact that 
one entire group of people are classed as God's children, does 
not mean that they are all His faithful children. He has faithful 
as well as unfaithful children. 


The Unfaithful Servants 


Knowledge brings responsibility; that is why those who sin 
under law are said to have no cloak for their sins. “Sin is the 
transgression of the law” (I John 3:4); hence to be counted a 
sinner, a man must be under the law of God; and all who sin 
under law must answer for their sins. ‘lo him that knoweth to 
do good, and doeth it not, to him it is sin,’ says James 4:17. 
“For as many as have sinned without law shall also perish 
without law: and as many as have sinned in the law shall be 
judged by the law” (Rom. 2:12), 

In IT Cor. 5:10 Paul refers to the faithful and unfaithful 
under covenant as we. “Vor we must all appear before the judg- 
ment seat of Christ; that every one may receive the things done 
in his body, according to that he hath done, whether it be good 
or bad.” Each covenant maker shall reap as he has sown. “He 
that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but 
he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlast- 
ing” (Gal, 6:8). Malachi 4:1, 2 graphically pictures the reap- 
ing of the unfaithful and faithful servants: “For, behold, the 
day cometh, that shall burn as an oven; and all the proud, vea. 
and all that do wickedly. shall be stubble: and the day that 
cometh shall burn them up, saith the Lord of hosts, that it shall 
leave them neither root nor branch. But unto you that fear my 
name shall the Sun of righteousness arise with healing in his 
wings: and ve shall go forth, and grow up as calves of the stall.” 
While the unfaithful servants shall meet swift destruction, for the 
faithful servants the Sun of righteousness shall arise with healing 
in His beams. and they shall shine forth as associate suns in the 
Kingdom of their Father. 

In Romans 1 the apostle Paul describes a class of people 
whom he classifies as “covenantbreakers.” ‘They had known God's 
way, they had covenanted to serve Him, and had broken their 
pledge. “For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven agains! 
all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who hold the truth in 


unrighteousness.” ‘Tuey were familiar with the truth, else they 
could not have held it in unrighteousness. Paul continues, 
‘Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as 
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imagi- 
nations, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing them- 
selves to be wise, they became fools, and changed the glory of 
the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible 
man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things. . . 
Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and worshipped and 
served the creature more than the Creator, who is blessed for 
ever. 

‘And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowl- 
edge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those things 
which are not convenient; being filled with all unrighteousness, 
fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, 
murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, backbiters, haters 
of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, dis- 
obedient to parents, without understanding, covenantbreakers, 
without natural affection, implacable, unmerciful: who knowing 
the judgment of God, that they which commit such things are 
worthy of death, not only do the same, but have pleasure in 
them that do them” (vs. 18, 21—28, 25, 28—82). 

They knew the law, knew the judgments of God, hence have 
no cloak or covering for their sin. They must face the Judge, 
and in the end sutter the penalty of eternal death. The grave 
cannot cloak their sins as they will be brought forth to answer 
for their misdeeds. They are without the robe of righteousness, 
hence have nothing to cover the deficiencies in their character. 

Now this is a long category, a long list of evils perpetrated by 
by those “who knowing the judgment of God, that they which 
commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same, but 
have pleasure in them that do them.” Now we can have our 
choice. God never forces or compels any individual to do one 
way or the other. It is His desire that His goodness should lead 
us to repentance. As Paul continues in Romans 2: “And thinkest 
thou this, O man, that judgest them which do such things, and 
doest the same, that thou shalt escape the judgment of God? Or 
despisest thou the riches of his goodness and forbearance and 
longsuffering; not knowing that the goodness of God leadeth thee 
to repentance?” (vs. 3, 4). 

I would like to know-—-if for a home filled with pleasure, a 
home where sorrows will never come, we do not see fit to walk 
in obedience to divine law, and let it have free course in our 
lives—I would like to know if we are not more responsible than 
those who have never heard or known the saving truth. The 
Apostle enumerated a long list of evils committed by those who 
knew better, and then adds, “they which commit such things 
are worthy of death.” 

We read in John 14:15, “If ye love me, keep my command- 
ments. What is the opposite of that? If you do not keep My 
commandments, you hate Me. And on account of your knowledge 
of these commandments; because I have spoken unto you. you 
have no cloak for your sins, It is as if the Lord were saying: 
“If you do not value the great salvation I have promised you 
enough to concern yourself about it, you are a sinner, and you 
have no cloak for your sin.” Every covenant maker will stand 
before the Judgment seat of Christ, and be judged according to 
what his conduct has been. 

Not only will those who sin without law perish without law, 
but those who sin under law shall be judged and punished by the 
law. There is no such thing as getting away from our responsi- 
bility for all that we do and say. 


The Mantle of Holiness 


The thought of having our sins covered completely by forgive- 
ness should bring delight to every lover of purity and right- 
cousness. [t is within the power of each of us to have this 
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covering. Of Jesus, Head of the Church or mystical body of 
Christ, it was said: “Thou hast loved righteousness, and hated 
iniquity; therefore God, even thy God, hath anointed thee with 
the oil of gladness above thy fellows” (Heb. 1:9). In Psalm 
45 the holy life is beautifully pictured as the “the king’s daugh- 
ter’ who is all gloricus within, and as being brought to Him in 
raiment of wrought gold and needlework. And what could be 
more beautiful than the “ornament of a meek and quiet spirit. 
which is in the sight of God of great price” (I Peter 3: 4)? 
Isaiah said: “I will greatly rejoice in the Lord, my soul shall 
be joyful in my God; for he hath clothed me with the garments 
of salvation, he hath covered me with the robe of righteousness” 
(Isa. 61:10). 
having all our sins covered with the robe of righteousness, 
knowing that such a covering is a sure prelude to our wearing 


No blessedness can compare with the joy of 


the garments of eternal salvation. 

How we should thank God for His mercy, that though our 
sins may have been as scarlet, they can be made as white as 
snow by the simple expedient that we “cease to do evil’ and 
“learn to do well”! 





Few 


The easy roads are crowded 

And the level roads are jammed; 
The pleasant little rivers 

With the drifting folks are crammed. 
But off yonder where it’s rocky 
Where you get a better view, 

You will find the ranks are thinning 
And the travelers are few. 


Where the going’s smooth and pleasant 
You will always find the throng, 

For the many, more’s the pity, 

Seem to like to drift along. 

But the steps that call for courage, 

And the task that’s hard to do, 

In the end results in glory 

For the never-wavering few. 


What is earthly fame and glory, 
Freighted with a heavy load? 

All is transient, all is fleeting, 
Pilgrim, seek a better road. 
There is one road to the City, 
One road only, narrow, strait, 
Room for all the pure and lowly, 
Barring out all pride and hate. 


Beautiful for situation, 

Stands she there, resplendent, bright. 
Few will leave earth’s pleasures, honors, 
Climb to its immortal height. 

Pilgrim, faint not, grow not weary, 

To Jehovah’s mandate bow, 

You shall reach the golden City, 

Hear the Master’s, “Enter Thou.” 


Remember that good manners are thoughts filled with 
kindness and refinement, and then translated into behavior. 


Prosperity of the Soul 


Pp ROSPERITY is a word that falls pleasantly on the ear, 

describing a condition that is everywhere and always wel- 
comed. But however desirable temporal prosperity may be, let 
us contemplate the vast meaning of prosperity of the soul. 
Prosperity in one’s spiritual endeavor is the most valuable asset 
obtainable in life, and the dividends on this investment will 
eventually include a prosperity unlimited—life multiplied into 
days without end, and financial security supported by the 
boundless treasures of the Almighty. 

This prosperity of the soul was the wish of John for the 
beloved Gaius, and the fervent desire of every loyal laborer in the 
vineyard of the Lord, to put sufficient effort into his work so 
his own soul will prosper. “For what shall it profit a man, if he 
shall gain the whole world, and lose his own soul? Or what shall 
a man give in exchange for his soul?” “But godliness with con- 
tentment is great gain.’ No blue chip stock compares in the least 
in value to life investment in self-denial and self-control or a soul 
in touch with God. Denial of the earthy instincts and desires 
stimulates and increases the growth of the spiritual anatomy 
causing us to put on the characteristics of our Lord Jesus. 

Every time a temptation or human passion is subdued and 
conquered, it enriches the soul. Every time we think of others 
in the struggle and help lift their burden, it brings enlargement 
to the soul. While every proud feeling dimishes the soul, every 
willful way dwarfs us, every earth-bound affection keeps us 
poor, and every selfish act brings leanness to the soul. 

Good management in business looks to every detail for finan- 
cial profit. Let us be alert to use every circumstance that will 
bring prosperity to the soul. We can be buying up these bargains 
continually. They are on sale every day, and unexpectedly, too. 
Most often they are in small packages, but very valuable. 

We have often heard it said, “There are problems peculiar to 
youth and to age,” and it might be added, to all the intervening 
years. ‘These are no idle words. Learning how to handle these 
problems in a Christian way is the very thing that enriches 
our lives. If we attempt to evade them we will have poverty and 
shame. We will reap the reward of our doing. 

A soul that has prospered in bearing the fruits of the Spirit 
through life will not have to lament, “My leanness, my leanness. 
the treacherous dealers have dealt very treacherously’ with me 
when the Judge renders his account. If we are dealing with the 
right kind of merchants they will not be dealing treacherously 
with us. Everyone shall receive according to what he hath done. 
“He which soweth sparingly shall reap also sparingly; and he 
which soweth bountifully shall reap also bountifully.” But let 
us be very sure that our bountiful sowing is to the Spirit. 

As our soul has prospered, so the Lord will reward us when 
He comes. He will satiate the purified soul with fatness. We 
often hear the phrase used of the temporally prosperous, ‘they 
have everything that heart could wish.” But the Lord has prom- 
ised us more than this—immeasurably beyond what the mortal 
mind can conceive, or has ever entered the imagination. Honor 
accompanies prosperity. So the Lord hath avouched thee ‘‘to make 
thee high above all nations which he hath made, in praise, and 
in name. and in honor.’’ Wealth? Yes, with the matchless reward 
of immortality comes the promise “Thou shalt have plenty of 
silver. Thou shalt lay up gold as dust and the gold of Ophir 
as the stones of the brook.’ Wealth provides pleasure, so a 
prosperous soul will be the cause of fullness of joy, and pleasures 
for evermore. 
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Nothing is impossible to a willing mind. 
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A Dramatic Study of the Lives of Six Bible Characters 
as once presented in the Megiddo. Mission Church. 

Its Lesson is the glory of God’s Second Chance. 

From unpromising and even hopeless beginnings, men 
have risen and may yet rise to the heights of character and 
achievement, by the power of faith and the help of the 
Eternal. 

“Better is the end of a thing than the beginning there- 
of.” Eccl. 7: 8. 


SYNOPSIS 


Character One was Joshua—an Egyptian slave who became—in time, 
captain of the armies of the Lord, who led Israel into the Promised 
Land. 


Character Two—Solomon—a humble young king, who, realizing his 
own insufficiency, relied on God’s help to carry his great responsi- 
bility. Riches, power, influence and affluence—instead of being the 
blessing, his reverent beginning gained for him—proved his undoing. 
He plummeted from the exalted position of wisdom and integrity— 
down the wine-woman-and-wickedness shaft to an old and foolish king 
who knoweth no more to be admonished. He made of his opportunities 
—chains of destruction. 


Character Three JOSEPH 


Part I—The Man 


In the “short and simple annals of the poor” is hidden many a 
story of rare heroism, many a saga of men who should be judged 
by what they were rather than by what the circumstances of life 
permitted them to accomplish. 

What we know of Joseph, the husband of Mary, is all too little, 
yet in this brief and fragmentary account we cannot fail to recog- 
nize one of nature’s gentlemen, 

The record is of things far away and long ago, and we are 
likely to forget that the more things change, the more they remain 
the same. Human nature has changed little, villages have changed 
little, and gossip notat all. If we reflect, we can imagine what 
was happening to Mary’s reputation, and we are told a little of 
Joseph’s inward struggles. We can imagine the responsibility he 
took upon himself by accepting the situation. 

The portrait which emeraes is that of a true man, a man worthy 
of the honor which, all unknown, stands just outside his door. 

His opportunities seemed as limited as possible, hemmed in by 
poverty, obscurity, political slavery to a foreign power, and a 
social system that was rotten to the core. What chance had Joseph 
the carpenter of Nazareth to rise in the world? 

Yet out of these very handicaps emerges one of the world’s 
finest stories. 

It is difficult to believe that the unspectacular life is fulfilling a 
real purpose in life. But it is only character that makes any life 
worth while and well lived. The Bible tells us very little about 
Joseph of Nazareth. But the few things we do know show a life of 
godly character determined to be right before God and his fel- 
low man. Such a determination will discover obstacles, even in an 
obscure village, for human nature is everywhere. 
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SPEAKERS: 


JosEPH 
Apvat (his friend) 
Ananias, the publican 


PUBLICAN’S SERVANT 


Josern’s shop is simple: a bench, a few wooden tools, some 
shavings and lumber. Joseru wears a rough apron over a tunic. 
Apiat is just loafing. 

Josern: Here, Adlai, give me a hand. If you're going to stand 
around here— 

Apiai:—you've got to be useful. All right. [looks out door] 
Oh, oh! Don't look now, but here comes Ananias the publican. 

Joserit: Now what have I done? [enter ANaNias and Ser- 
vant. He receives an unenthusiastic greeting ] 

Ananias: Well, Joseph, I’m here for your poll tax. 

Joseri: My poll? Why, I paid that only ten months ago. 

Ananias: Can't help that; we’re on a new schedule. Got to 
have it earlier this year. ‘Twenty shekels. 

Josrreu: Twenty shekels? You don’t mean it! 

Anantas: ‘I'wenty shekels. 

Joseru: Why, man, last year it was only ten. 

Ananias: Twenty shekels. You heard me the first time. You 
know what happens if you don’t pay. 

Josern: But I haven't got it. I just don’t own that much 
money. ‘limes are bad, and I’m a poor man. 

Awnanias: I'm not interested. Get the money—that’s all I care 
about. If you don't, I can seize your whole shop—yes, and your 
house, and everything you've got. Come on, my time is valuable. 

Josern: Others are not paying that much—I know that. 

Ananias: None of your business, my friend. I want twenty 
shekels. Now. 

Joseru: [sighs] Well, I'll see how much of it I can scrape 
up. [exit] 

Aviat: Why don’t you have a heart, Ananias. He’s a good, 
honest fellow, just trying to make an honest living, and he’s got 
it hard. You're gouging him, and you know it. 

Ananias: You'd better stay out of this, son. Don’t forget. I 
haven't collected from you yet. 

[Joseru returns, lays down coins on bench) 

Joseru: There's twelve shekels. It’s every penny I have, and 
nothing more in sight until I get this job finished. You'll have 
to wait a week for the rest, unless you can help me out, Adlai. 

Apiat: Sorry. I haven't a penny with me, and nothing at 
home. I'm out of work, you know. 

Ananias: All right. I'll take this on account. But see that 
vou have twelve shekels more one week from today—no later. 

Joseru: Twelve! You mean eight. 
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Ananias: I said twelve. Credit costs money. You can’t expect 
me to carry you along for nothing. 

Joseru: I don’t see how I can possibly do it. I’m just down 
to where I can’t go any lower. 

Ananias: Oh, yes, you can. We could take you for a slave if 
you can't pay. Wouldn't that be worse? 

Joseru: Well, I'll do the best I can. 

Ananias: You'd better. In the meantime, I'll take this board 
along for security. [hands large board to his servant.] 

Joseru: Oh, no, not that one-—please don’t I've got to have 
that to finish this work, to get the money to pay you. 

Ananias: Well, maybe that wouldn’t be business. Instead I'll 
take a couple of your tools. ‘The sooner you pay up, the sooner 
you get them back. And don’t ferget, the price goes higher the 
longer you wait. Rome has to have the tazes. 

[Exit with Servant] 

Aviat: That thieving scoundrel, miserable dog, squeezing the 
life blood out of our people— 

Joseri: Now Adlai, that doesn’t do any good. They've got us, 
and what can we do? We're all slaves of Rome, and these publi- 
cans are just the hired slave drivers. 

Apiat: Yes—working on commission! 

Joseru: It’s discouraging. You wonder sometimes if it’s worth 
while keeping on. But what can the little people like us do? We're 
nobody, and never will be. 

Aviat: I'd like to do something about it. You wait—some 
fine day we'll rise up and drive the Romans into the sea, and then 
the first ones to hang, on the highest hill in the country, will be 
these publicans, It’s coming. 

Joseru: [sternly] Look here, Adlai, you can’t talk like that 
in my shop. It’s dangerous. You don’t know who is listening. 
Besides, it's wrong. You have been taught the Law: don’t you 
know the commandments, “Thou shalt not kill; thou shalt not 
avenge, nor bear any grudge—- 

Aptai: “—against the children of thy people.” Is Ananias 
one of our people? No. He claims to be, but he’s only a dog. 
Must we love dogs? 

Joseru: [taking him firmly by the collar] Are you going to 
stop. or must I put you out? 

Apvat: Oh, all right, for you I'll quit. But it’s bad— it’s bad. 
It makes me boil. 

Josep: I know it’s bad. So much injustice in the world, so 
much cruelty, so much oppression, so much grinding the faces 
of the poor. We, the poor, have no rights, no power of our own. 
We need a great leader to right the wrongs of this world. When 
the Messiah comes— 

Aviat: The Messiah! I’ve heard that ever since I was that 
high. You'll die of old age before you ever see the Messiah. God 
helps those who help themselves. 

Joseri: Help themselves to what—a cross by the roadside? 

Anuar: This generation has got pretty flabby. Our fathers took 
this land from the heathen by the sword. 

Joseru: By the sword of the Lord, not their own. Have we 
a Moses or a Joshua today? What would we do with victory? 
Would we know how to use it? 

\piai: I'd like to try. 

Josrru: Before we are ready for freedom, we need a moral 
reformation. Now we can't trust even our own people. Men who 
claim to be brethren cheat and lie to one another, until we are a 
laughingstock to the Gentiles. 

Apiai: You and your moral reformation! You'll wait a long 
time. If you're contented to live and die a peasant, a village 
carpenter, a nobody, a slave, you can have it. I want something 
better. 

Joseriu: I’m not contented. I'd like to better myself. but I will 
do it honestly and lawfully, or not at all. I don’t like slavery. 


but it is better than heathenism—slavery to superstition. At least 
we have the God of our fathers. 

Avtar: And He has forsaken us—abandoned us to the heathen! 
Is that justice? Do we deserve it? 

Joseru: Perhaps. 

Apa: It can't go on, Joseph. Comes the revolution— 

Joseru: I warned you, Adlai. Now out you go. [hustles him 
out; does alittle work, then leans on bench in despair] Twelve 
shekels . . . ‘lo think that so much should depend on a miserable 
twelve shekels . . . which I haven't got .. . and can’t get. I had 
such hopes for this year—for a home-—for Mary . . . And now 
... Joseph, you're a nobody. You're not a man... just dirt under 
the feet of the rich . .. What shall I do? How can a man ever 
escape this dead end of poverty? [with more spirit] But what 
says the Psalm—‘I have been young, and now am old, yet have 
I not seen the righteous forsaken, nor his seed begging bread.” ... 
O God, help me to believe. Help me to trust Thee . . 
more! 


. more and 


Part II—His Hour 


The human mind so often longs for greater fields of opportuni- 
ty, but often shrinks from effort or thinks the conditions impossi- 
ble, when opportunity knocks, or enters unbidden. Because of 
character of the highest type, the obscure place called Nazareth 
will be on the tongues of men, as long as men walk this earth. 


SPEAKERS: 
JosEPH 
JEsus 


The same shop. Joservu is older, grayer. He is at work; Jesus 
enters, carrying a little basket; He starts picking up blocks and 
shavings for fuel. Josevu helps him. 


Joseru: That's a good boy. Now take it to your mother, so 
she can cook our dinner. [exit Jesus] 

Joservu: [soliloqguizing] God in heaven, what is this that | 
am called to do? Who is this that is entrusted to my care? It 
cannot be—is it possible that I, Joseph of Nazareth, the humble 
village carpenter, am chosen to train the Desire of Israel, the 
Messiah, the future King of Israel and of all the earth? He seems 
like any other child, yet he is not. A good boy— he has never 
caused me any trouble; but there is something about him... I 
know . | remember as though it were yesterday the words of 
the angel in my dream: “Fear not, Joseph, . . . she shall bring 
forth a son, and thou shalt call his name Jesus and he shall save 
his people from their sins.” 

‘To think that I, a carpenter, should have seen and heard these 
strange. strenge things—the shepherds, with their story of an 
angel song over Bethlehem . .. the Wise Men from the east . . . the 
flight into Egypt. What does it all mean? | know that there is 
a pattern, but it is hard to believe that I have a part in it. It 
all seems like a dream . . . God, give me faith to believe—in Thee, 
in myself, in the future of this child, even though the angel is no 
longer seen and no voice is heard. Help me to be equal to my 
task. I ask no credit or honor for myself, if only I may do my 
work well-—if only I do not fail Thee in this great hour. . . 
The Messiah! The hope of Israel! Not long to wait now! . . 
Deliverance! Deliverance from Rome. . We shall see the 
Kingdom of God, and this child—the miraculous Son of my wife. 
is the King .. . But how can this be—in a place like Nazareth? 
... Joseph, son of Jacob, is your faith equal to this? Who are 
you to have this honor? Who are you, I say? 


(Next issue: Peter) 





Failure is the road of least persistence. 
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The Word “Sincere” 


Hi WORD “sincere” is said to be the combining of two 
Latin words, which mean ‘“‘without wax.” This carries a 
very significant thought to a Christian. 

Some of the definitions of “sincere” are, “without deceit, pre- 
tense or hypocrisy; truthful, faithful, straightforward.” If living 
a truthful, straightforward life, there will certainly be no sem- 
blance of “waxing over.” Jesus strongly condemned this when He 
said, ‘“‘Woe unto you scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites, for ye 
make clean the outside of the cup and platter, but within are full 
of extortion and excess.” 

One time there was an artist who was employed to carve a 
statue out of marble, and in doing so he chipped away too much 
marble. ‘lo correct this mistake he would have to do all of his 
work over. So taking some marble dust and wax, he mixed them 
into paste and filled in the mistake so skillfully that it looked 
like solid marble. ‘The statue was delivered and set up in the 
owner's garden. It was beautiful and admired by all. But the 
sun shone on the statue and its heat melted the wax and the 
deceit was revealed. 

There is a great lesson in this for us. We think this an example 
of extreme dishonesty, and so it is, but what of ourselves? As 
the artist sought to cover up his mistake by waxing over, just so 
does the carnal nature strive to cover up its defects before the 
scrutiny of man. We have pride in our homes or accomplishments, 
yet we try to cover the pride by saying it is only our desire 
to be a good citizen; or we become impatient or angered because 
others do not do as we think they should, and when the matter 
is brought to our attention we at once begin to “wax over” by 
saying, it was only a righteous indignation. We are foolish and 
try to say things that entertain and amuse, but when told that 
we must put away all jesting, we instantly justify ourselves by 
saying we do not want to be like such-and-such a person with a 
long face; we are only trying to be happy, and so the danger of 
“waxing over” continually confronts the Christian. If we do 
not live “without wax,” or fail to be sincere in our daily inter- 
course with our fellowmen, we are doing as the artist, striving 
to deceive. 

The artist was emploved to sculpture a statue, so are we in 
His service to sculpture an image of Christlike living in our 
lives, and it must be in the fullness of Christ. 

The children of God are spoken of as being clothed with pure 
gold. But if we attempt to take gold and mix it with the dross 
of our own minds. we are “waxing over.”” Our own ways mixed 
in makes the alloy which will disintegrate completely before the 
burning heat of the Sun of Righteousness. Are we becoming all 
glorious within, or are we listening to our own evil thoughts 
and ways? If this be the case then we are trying to mix the gold 
of Ophir with a wax of our own furnishing and it will not stand 
the purifying fire through which the gold must pass. 

Do we make a paste of good works and cover the outside so 
we look well, but within have bitter feelings, self-pity, envy and 
jealousy? If we do not put such hypocrisy away now, in the 
day when the heat of God's judgments is directed against us, 
our deception will be made manifest. No waxing over in the work 
of cleansing from sin will ever pass the eye of the Inspector. The 
artist, so clever in his mixing of wax and marble dust, deceived 
the purchaser of the statue, but it will not be so in our Christian 
lives. The searching eye of the Inspector will see every inward 
defect and will say to us in that day, You have made the out- 
side of the platter clean, but within you are full of all unclean 
ness. 


The person ‘‘without wax" is showing daily that he is sincere 
in the little affairs of life. No matter how strenuous the day, 
he will always remember to “let patience have its perfect work.” 
He will always speak kindly whether in the intimacy of the 
family or when in company of others. It will always be in our 
mind that our life is a page known and read of all men. To 
ourselves we may look very pleasing, but the wax of hypocrisy 
is transparent and can easily be seen through. 

The beloved Samuel said that by God actions are weighed; so 
if we would stand before the Judge in that Day without defects, 
they must all be uncovered and cleansed from our lives now. 
This is no child’s work, but it will only be performed by those 
of full age, “who by reason of use have their senses exercised to 
discern both good and evil.” No! not in someone else, but 
discern the evil in our own selves, and put it far away. Cease 
waxing over our deformities and let them come to the light now, 
that we may be truly transformed to the image of our Lord, and 
thus be without any insincere ‘‘waxing over.” 





OBITUARY 
DAISY D. LOYD 


On January 28, 1961 friends and members of the Megiddo 
Mission Church met to pay our last respects to Sister Daisy D. 
Loyd, whose decease occurred January 26. A long life, the last 
years of which had seen much distress and suffering, had come 
at last to its peaceful end. 

Our Sister, born November 1, 1875, at Cedar Creek, Kansas, 
had spent the last 20 years of her life at Megiddo Mission, where 
she happily enjoyed to the full the fellowship of kindred minds, 
in the faith of Jesus Christ. 

Sister Loyd was attracted to the teachings of the Megiddo 
Church in the year 1928, through the efforts of her friends, 
Brother and Sister G. A. Rathbun, who also were living at Sedan, 
Kansas, at the time, later removed to reside near Rochester. 

Sister Loyd is survived by four nieces and seven nephews. 

It can be said, especially of our Sister that; 

‘Tis religion that can give 
Sweetest pleasure while we live; 


'Tis religion that supplies 
Solid comfort when we die. 


Funeral services were conducted at the J. Boyd Winchell and 
Son Funeral Home, Brother Kenneth E. Flowerday officiating. 
Interment was in Mt. Hope Cemetery. 





“To Do Thy Will” 


“Thy WILL BE DONE ON EARTH,” 
On bended knee we pray; 

Then leave our prayer before the throne, 
And rise and go our way. 


And earth is full of woe 
And war and evil still— 

For lack of men whose prayer is: “Lo, 
We come to do Thy will.” 


“Thy will be done on earth’; 
Lord, grant me grace to see 

That if Thy will is to be done, 
It must be done by me! 





Patience is a flower not grown in everyone’s garden. 
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On the Word 


“Remember the former things of old; for I am God, and 
there is none else; 1 am God, and there is none like me, declar- 
ing the end from the beginning, and from ancient times the 
things that are not yet done, saying, My counsel shall stand, 
and I will do all my pleasure” (Isaiah 46: 9, 10). 


Nothing in the world is easier than to make assertions and 
claims. ‘They assail our ears and eyes wherever we turn, Self- 
appointed messiahs have arisen from age to age. proclaiming 
their allegedly divine commission or their qualifications for saving 
the world. Demagogues have swayed nations by the time-tested 
formula of assertion, repetition and enthusiasm. 

A workman or artist is known by his productions, and we 
may safely brand as fraudulent any claimant for honors who 
cannot produce visible evidence of his skill or merit. The God of 
the Bible does not shrink from this challenge, but even invites it. 
Constantly through the prophets He urges His people to prove. 
test and try Him, that they might know fully His power, wisdom, 
justice and mercy. ““l'ry the spirits, whether they are of God,” 
the Apostle warns us, “because many false prophets are gone 
out into the world.” 

In a world where there are “gods many and lords many,” 
it is important that we should investigate and make the right 
choice. In ancient times the heathen gods. idols of wood and 
stone, competed with Jehovah for the allegiance of the people. 
Today we look upon idolatry as a thing of the dead past; but 
the conflict is no less fieree as the gods of this world, “the lust 
of the flesh. the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life.” “the 
cares of this world and the deceitfulness of riches,” clamor for 
our attention and our life’s service. 

The mere fact of the existence of a Creator is the easiest 
thing in the world to prove, and the hardest to deny. ‘The order 
of nature. the visible creation, terrestrial and celestial, are evi- 
dence enough for any sane man or woman. “lo whom then will 
ve liken me. or shall I be equal? saith the Holy One. Lift up 
your eyes on high, and behold who hath created these things, that 
bringeth out their host by number: he calleth them all by names 
by the greatness of his might, for that he is strong in power: 
not one faileth” (Isa. 40:25. 26). This is assertion backed 
by proof, 

But the important question is, Is this Creator the God of 
the Bible? Can it be proved beyond doubt or question that this 
Book is His revelation? Lacking such proof, in spite of our 
traditional reverence for it, it has no superiority, so far as our 
salvation is concerned, over such competitors as the Koran, the 
Vedes. the Buddhist scriptures, the Book of Mormon. or the 
anarchy of Humanism. 

Fortunately the Bible is not a Book which requires apology 
or taking for granted. It fears no competition, because it is so 
utterly untike its competitors, The thing which makes it unique 
among religious manuals is its system of prophecy. the writings 
of men divinely inspired to foretell future events. ‘““The prophecy 
came not in old time by the will of men; but holy men of God 
spake as they were moved by the Holy Spirit” (II Peter 1:21). 

But. it may be reasonably argued, this statement is but ar 
assertion: how about proof? A fair question. Back in the days 


of Moses. when the plan of salvation was young and the prophe- 


cies not yet written, the Eternal laid down the rules for the 
discernment of false from true. “If thou say in thine heart, 
How shall we know the word which the Lord hath not spoken? 
When a prophet speaketh in the name of the Lord, if the thing 
follow not, nor come to pass, that is the thing which the Lord 
hath not spoken, but the prophet hath spoken it presumptuously: 
thou shalt not be afraid of him” (Deut. 18:21, 22). 

This simple pragmatic test validates the words of every 
prophet of the Lord, The Almighty makes no mistake, never 
has to apologize for a wrong guess. Anyone who will read the 
whole story must be impressed that here is something more 
than forecasting of the future by the experience of the past and 
the law of averages. Human prophets of politics, economics, or the 
weather, are constantly embarrassed by their errors. ‘There 
is none of this in the Holy Scriptures. The great amount of 
historical matter therein found is for various purposes. ‘The 
“things written aforetime were written for our learning’ (Rom. 
15:4); some for moral lessons, some as types and shadows of 
eternal things, and much—very much—to confirm the shorter- 
range prophecies of the Eternal’s mouthpieces. 

Since many of the prophecies reach over vast periods of 
lime, “the end from the beginning,” it was necessary to have 
a class of short-range, minor forecasts for confirmation of the 
prophets’ mission, God, as we have said, always provides evi- 
dence when He sends a leader or spokesman. Moses wrought 
wonders with his rod to convince the multitude; Gideon was 
twice reassured by the miracle of the fleece; the promise of 
Abraham's inheritance was confirmed to him in a vision and again 
when his son Isaac was miraculously delivered from death. 
Angels appeared again and again to individuals chosen for a 
special work. So each prophet was given power to justify his 
claims by delivering oracles to be fulfilled in that generation. 
that the longer-range prophecies might be trusted. 

Typical of this class are the words of Nathan in II Sam, 12: 
11—14, and the 24-hour prophecy of Elisha in II Kings 7:1, 
both of which required divine inspiration and which speedily 
proved to be of God. Somewhat longer in reach but still within 
the life span of that generation was the prediction that Israel 
should wander in the wilderness for forty years before entering 
the Promised Land. Jeremiah foretold the capture of Jerusalem 
by the Babylonians, which came to pass very soon; also its 
restoration after seventy years, which was witnessed by old men 
who had no doubt heard the Prophet's warnings. 

Again, many prophecies were timed to be fulfilled before the 
beginning of the Age of Faith, that we of the last days and our 
brethren on the other bank of the river, deprived of visible 
manifestations of divine power, might have confidence in the 
Word. Of these we might mention the fate of the Jewish nation 
at the hands of Rome, the theme of many a prophecy from Moses 
to Jesus Himself. The great Apostasy is a mighty evidence to us, 
as well as the restoration of Truth by the faithful and wise 
servant of God in our time. The present condition, of the world. 
compared with II Tim, 3: 1—5, 18, is proof of the most con- 
vincing nature, while Luke 21: 25, 26, gives us faith in the fulfill- 
ment of verse 27. 


He who exercises wisdom exercises knowledge which is 


A Christian will find it cheaper to pardon than to resent. For- 


giveness saves the expense of anger, the cost of hatred. the waste 
of spirits. 


about God. 





Questions and Answers 


I have read your book on “The Great Apostasy,” and have 
found it very interesting and enlightening. On page 71 of 
chapter 7 you state that you can prove that the “little season” 
that Satan would be loosed is 20 years long. Will you please 
send me that proof? I haven't been able to figure out how it 
can be proved, and I am very much interested. 


~ 


Revelation 14:7 speaks of the “hour” of God's judgments that 
will follow Christ’s appearance on mount Zion with His 144,000 
saved ones or Church who will have His Father's name written 
in their foreheads. Verses 6, 7, 8 identify this time. An angel 
is seen going forth “having the everlasting gospel to preach unto 
them that dwell on the earth, . . .saying with a loud voice, Fear 
God, and give glory to him; for the hour of his judgment is come 
... And there followed another angel saying, Babylon is fallen, 
is fallen, that great city, because she hath made all nations 
drink of the wine of the wrath of her fornication.’ The term 
“Babylon” indicates the maze of man’s philosophies and ideolo- 
gies, religious and political, which is to terminate with the 
establishment of God's new order at Christ's coming. 

The length or duration of the “hour” of judgment is revealed 
in Micah 7: 15-—17: “According to the days of thy coming out 
of the land of Egypt will T show unto him marvellous things. 
The nations shall see and be confounded at all their might: 
they shall lay their hand upon their mouth, their ears shall be 
deaf. They shall lick the dust like a serpent, they shall move out 
of their holes like worms of the earth: they shall be afraid of 
the Lord our God, and shall fear because of thee.’’ The “hour” 
of judgment will equal the length of time they were coming out 
of Egypt, which was forty years (Acts 7:36). Again Rev. 8:1 
speaks of a “silence in heaven about the space of half an hour.” 
If one hour is forty years, an half hour would be twenty years. 
In this way we determine the twenty years. 





“Is one of the holy days in Leviticus 23 to be observed 
today? I offer to you this challenge, prove to me by God’s 
Word that these days were done away with. One warning, I 
have plenty of ammunition!” 


Yes, they have all been done away with, and we have the Word 
for it. “I will also cause all her mirth to cease, her feast days. 
her new moons, and her sabbaths, and all her solemn feasts” 
(Hos. 2:11). And in Colossians 2 Paul testifies this had been 
accomplished, they were no longer binding: ‘Let no man therefore 
judge vou in meat, or in drink, or in respect of an holy day, or of 
the new moon, or of the sabbath days: which are a shadow of 
things to come; but the body is of Christ’”’ (vs. 16, 17). 





“I find your journal stimulating, but am very skeptical con- 
cerning your doctrines. I enjoy the articles on self-develop- 
ment, but take with a grain of salt your doctrines. Whereas 
some literalize the Scriptures away, you go overboard and 
spiritualize away the Scripture. One is just as bad as the other. 
In your last issue, for instance, when you spiritualize away the 
rainbow, your own thoughts and opinions predominate. Con- 
cerning angels, agreed that clouds typify angels. But do 
they (clouds) always do so? Could not clouds refer to literal 
clouds when Christ was taken up in a cloud—well, why didn’t 
it just state plainly, that angels took Him up?” 

Our article in the Mressace for January 7, states, “The account 
in Genesis 9:13, does not mention rainbow. It reads ‘bow. ” 
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This fact is undeniable. Then by going to the root of the word 
we find it translated 68 times, “bow” (Young’s conc.) and not 
once “rainbow,” and bring up a number of instances to prove our 
position. 

As to clouds at Christ's ascension: The article does not state 
that no clouds could have been in the sky that day. It merely 
assumes that angels must have been present to transport Jesus 
to heaven, and that fact strengthened the position taken that 
clouds often referred to angels. 

The Almighty invites us to “reason together” (Isa. 1: 18). Since 
the term ‘clouds’ does have the signification of hosts of angels 
(Ps. 104:3; 68:17); and angels came to herald Jesus’ birth, 
does it not seem altogether reasonable, and in keeping with His 
Father's care that after a life of trial, testing and loving obedi- 
ence, that a cloud, or convoy of angels would be sent to escort 
the Son of God from earth to heaven, and not just a vapor 
cloud in the sky? 





Please explain the difference between the old covenant 
and the new covenant. As I understood it, the Old Testa- 
ment was the old covenant under the Law, the new covenant 
is the New testament under Christ, is that right? 


The old covenant is the Mosaic Law and its ceremonies, the 
new covenant is the law of Faith, or in other words the teachings 
of the prophets, Jesus and the apostles. People sometimes place 
the portion of our Bible known as the New Testament in a dif- 
ferent category than the Old Testament. That is not the truth. 
The plan of salvation after Christ was no different than that 
before His coming, and His teaching was no different from the 
teachings of the prophets of Israel. In fact, He often quoted 
from them. 

The Law of Moses was added to the divine commands that had 
already been given to Adam, Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, 
Joseph, and others. It must be understood that the Law of 
Moses was only a secular or civil law for Israel, and never would 
give eternal life. Read Galatians, chap. 3. 

It was termed “old” because it was antiquated, worn out and 
ready to vanish away (Heb. 8:13). It had accomplished its 
purpose, that of making Israel a highly civilized nation as the 
people of God should always be. 





In the vineyard of our Father, 

Daily work we find to do; 
Scattered gleanings we may gather, 

Though we are but young and few. 
Little clusters, tho’ not many, 

Help to fill the garners too. 





REVERSE THIS 


It is quite natural and inevitable that if we spend sixteen 
hours daily of our waking life in thinking about the affairs 
of this world, and about five minutes in thinking about God 
and our souls, this world will seem about two hundred times 
more real than God! 





He that cannot forgive others, breaks the bridge over which he 
himself must pass if he would ever reach Zion; for every one has 
need to be forgiven. 


ll 





The End of the ‘Wicked 


Psalm 94. 


Great God to whom the right belongs ... Thou sover- 
eign Judge, avenge our wrongs... And recompense the 
proud ... How long shall wicked men prevail . .. The 
people with their tongues assail . And sinners boast 
aloud? . . Thy flock and strangers hes distr is 
They slay the poor and fatherless . . ... Nor heed the w id. 
ows cries... They say Thou wilt not see them, Lord... 
That Jacob's God will not regard... But when will fools 
be wise’. . Shall He not see, who makes the eye! . ‘ 
Shall He not hear His chosen a Who plants the 
— ear?.. Shall He not know, who forms the brain? 
. He chides, who on all nations train? .. To Him 
vain thoughts are clear! .. Blest man Thou hut in love 
rebuke... And teach Him i m Thy law to look... That 
he may rest awhile... Till evil days he overpast ... And 
till the pit be digged at last... For all the proud and vile 
_.. God never will His Church forsake so. Or judi - 
ment will of truth partake _.. And thus the upright 
lead... Who will stand up against the proud . .. For 
me resist the wicked crowd... And for the righteous 
plead? . . Had not Je shovah helped me on?.. Then I 
to dats should have gone... He holds my slipping 
feet er Thy words of grace my cares control... Thy 
tender love shall cheer my soul... With thoughts di- 
vinely sweet .. . Shall thrones have fe llowship with God 
Whose laws condemn the guiltless blood... And 
makes all justice void? .. God is my Rock and sure 
defense . .. He'll bring on them the recompense... Cut 
off in sin, destroyed . . 











